Chapter VII
FRUSTRATION

, THERE was no doubt about her be-
haviour to the rest of the world. In spite of
A. A William and Miss Webb, Caroline's condition
of mind during the last two years had progressively
deteriorated. The disaster at Lady Heathcote's ball had
finally undermined her belief in her illusions; she had
realized her failure there, too keenly for her to be able
ever again to play the role of heroine with her old
confidence in its success. Yet her vanity was too funda-
mental for her to be able to profit by the stern lessons
of experience. She could not face the fact that she was
wrong; so she was unable to reform herself. Instead,
bewildered, terrified and resentful, she rushed blindly
about, seeking, she hardly knew how, to put her
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